Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.071; wR factor = 0.283; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.8.
In the title compound, C 17 H 13 ClF 2 O 3 , a multifunctional aromatic compound, the dihedral angle between the two benzene rings is 51.8 (3) .
Related literature
For the biological activities of phenylacetate and styrene derivatives, see: ; Liu et al. (2008) ; Shi et al. (2007 Shi et al. ( , 2008 ) ; Zhang, et al. (2008) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
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Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
In compound (I), the dihedral angle between the C1-C6 and C7-C12 phenyl rings is 51.8 (3)°, indicating the molecule is not coplanar. The O3/C13-C15/O1/O2 plane forms dihedral angles of 20.7 (3)° and 47.6 (3)°, respectively, with C1-C6 and C7-C12 phenyl rings. All the bond lengths of the molecule are in normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) .
Experimental
Equimolar ethyl 3-bromo-2-(4-chlorophenyl)acrylate and 3,5-difluorophenol reacted in chloroform overnight, giving a colorless solution. Block crystals of the compound were formed by gradual evaporation of the solution in air for a week.
Refinement
H atoms were included in the riding model approximation with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) and 1.5U eq (methyl C). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atom-numbering scheme. 
